
Keeler Township
Planning Commission Meeting

July 27, 2021
Members Present: Bill Krohne, Craig McCoy, Don Blackmond, Ron Jacobs, Jerry Morin, Mark Pajakowski, Bill Zuhl.

Guests Present: Allyn Anthony, Carl Davis, Supervisor Don G. Blackmond, Edward Cottrell, Rebecca & Jack 
Durczak, Mary Clancy, Jim Clancy, and 5 other members of the public. 

Meeting called to order at 7:32 p.m. Chairman Ron Jacobs stated a quorum of 7 out of 9 members were present. 
Carmen Fleischauer was absent and excused. 

The meeting minutes of June 22, 2021 were read and Jerry Morin moved to approve the minutes as presented. Bill 
Krohne seconded and all were in favor. 

Chairman Ron Jacobs noted that there were 2 items before the commission, a revised Site Plan consideration for 
The Strand and the commission’s continued discussion of possible Keeler Township Zoning Ordinance changes. The 
commission began discussing the possible zoning ordinance changes while waiting for The Strand’s representative to 
arrive. 

1st Order of Business: Applicant’s Name: Matthew Weil. Business Name: Sister Lakes Ventures, LLC./The 
Strand. Property Address: 933415 CR 690, Dowagiac, MI 49047. Tax I.D # 80-12-032-122-00. Edward Cottrell, 
Facilities Manager for The Strand, was present to represent the business and the owner. Mr. Cottrell was present 
seeking to amend their previously approved Site Plan to update their hours of operation and music. Mr. Cottrell stated 
that the business closes at 11 p.m. and that the music ends at 10:30 p.m. He stated that The Strand wants a family 
atmosphere and the crowd changes after 11 p.m. and they do not want that crowd. They try very hard to not go over 
the time on music or being open. The lights are on a timer to turn on to send people home. Mr. Cottrell stated they 
take food orders up until 10:00 p.m. There are no other changes to the Site Plan. 

Ron Jacobs opened up the meeting to public comments at 7:50 p.m. Rebecca Durczak spoke to the commission on 
her and her husband Jack Durczak’s opposition to the outside entertainment. She stated that she lives about 200 feet 
from the outside stage and that they can hear the music and it is way too loud. She also is not happy with the lack of 
parking for the business. She said there is not enough parking and no way to fix it. Mrs. Durczak stated that the 
outside stage is right on the property line. Neighbor Mari Herrell spoke to her support of the The Strand and the 
outside entertainment and the hours. Ms. Herrell stated that they enjoy the music. Jim Clancy spoke to his support of 
the entertainment and The Strand. Mr. Clancy felt that the hours and sound were ok. Jerry Morin stated that he felt 
the hours of operation and outside music until 10:30 were adequate but, that The Strand really needed to work on 
fixing their parking shortage. He feels that it is not adequate and that it needs to be addressed for safety reasons. 
Ron Jacobs closed the public comments portion at 8:02 p.m.

Don Blackmond moved the Site Plan as amended, be approved as presented. Mark Pajakowski seconded the 
motion. A roll call vote of Bill Krohne- support, Craig McCoy- support, Don Blackmond- support, Ron Jacobs- support, 
Jerry Morin- support, Mark Pajakowski- support, Bill Zuhl- support. 7 in support, 0 in opposition. All were in favor and 
the motion carried. 

2nd Order of Business: Continuation of the tabled discussion on possible changes to the Keeler Township Zoning 
Ordinances and verbiage. After discussions, Chairman Ron Jacobs moved to stand in recess on the discussion until 
the next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting.  

Chairman Ron Jacobs opened the meeting up to any public comments at 8:47 p.m. Supervisor Don G. Blackmond 
made public comment on some clarification of items that may need to be addressed in possible zoning ordinance 
changes. Upon hearing no other comments the public comments portion of the meeting was closed at 8:53 p.m. 

The commission entertained a motion by Jerry Morin to adjourn the meeting. Bill Krohne seconded and all were in 
favor and the meeting was adjourned at 8:53 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Angie Sexton
Recording Secretary


